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MARX’S CAPITAL AND ITS READERS, II 
  

Political Science 44502, Spring Quarter 2018 
Thursdays, 9:30am–12:20pm, Pick 506 

 
This is the second part of a two-quarter graduate seminar on Marx’s Capital, volume 1, and on how some 
twentieth-century and contemporary readers have interpreted and responded to Marx’s work. In this 
quarter of the course, we will read several longer works, some more directly engaged with the text of 
Capital than others, but all of which are concerned with how to relate Marx’s critique of capitalism to 
contemporary problems and phenomena. Students who did not take the first part of the seminar may 
request consent to take the second part, but priority may be given to students who have already taken the 
first part and wish to continue. 
 
TEXTS:  We will read five books, four of which are long enough to merit reading in two parts, and one 
of which we’ll cover in a week. In order, these include:  
 
J. K. Gibson-Graham, The End of Capitalism (As We Knew It) 
Ellen Meiksins Wood, Empire of Capital 
William Clare Roberts, Marx’s Inferno 
Kohei Saito, Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism 
Ivan Ascher, Portfolio Society  
 
GRADES AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: Your grade for the seminar will be based on a seminar 
paper of 15–20 pages, on a topic of your choice, approved in advance by me. Students who took the first 
part of the class may submit a single, longer research paper of article length (25–35 pages) as the basis for 
their grade for both quarters. Papers for students graduating in the Spring quarter are due absolutely no 
later than May 31; all other papers are due June 11, unless you have made prior arrangements for an 
incomplete; and note that except in extraordinary circumstances (e.g., medical or family emergencies) I 
will not accept any papers for this class after June 15, 2018; students who have not submitted a paper by 
then will receive an “R” for the course. 
  
SEMINAR MECHANICS: I will not give introductory presentations or lectures of any length in this 
second half of the seminar; you should think of the course as an intensive and demanding reading group, 
and come prepared with questions and thoughts about what you’ve read, formulated as precisely as 
possible and with as much reference as possible to specific pages or passages in the books we’re reading. 
You’re welcome to use a laptop or tablet to access course materials or to take notes during the seminar, 
but please disable your wireless connections and fully silence cell phones while in class. 
 
WEEKLY MEETINGS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Week One (April 5): Introduction, no reading. 
 
Week Two (April 12): Gibson-Graham, Preface and Acknowledgments and chaps. 1–5. 
 
Week Three (April 19): Gibson-Graham, through the end, and the Introduction to the New Edition. 
 
Week Four (April 26): Wood, Preface and chaps. 1–4. 



 

 

 
Week Five (May 3): Wood, through the end, and PDF of chapter 1 of The Retreat from Class. 
 
Week Six (May 10): Roberts, chaps. 1–4. 
 
Week Seven (May 17): Roberts, through the end, and PDF of Harvey’s review and Roberts’s reply. 
 
Week Eight (May 24): Saito, Part I. 
 
Week Nine (May 31): Saito, Part II. 
 
Week Ten (June 7): Ascher (all). 


