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Over the last two quarters, we have surveyed some of the most enduringly influential works that 
make up what is often retrospectively called the “tradition” of European political thought down 
to the era of the eighteenth-century revolutions. In this final quarter of Classics of Social and 
Political Thought, we will read works by several European and American social and political 
thinkers, mostly written during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. These works will 
give us the chance to see how later thinkers have made sense of new phenomena (e.g. mass 
democracy, secularization, industrial capitalism, the end of chattel slavery, and the movement for 
the political enfranchisement and social liberation of women) and how, in doing so, they have 
drawn on, modified, criticized, and sometimes abandoned the tradition of political thought. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1. Attendance and participation. Success in this course depends upon active engagement with the 
readings and with each other. Please come on time, be sure to have the day’s assignment with 
you, and be prepared to ask at least one clearly formulated question about a specific part of the 
reading during each session, and to participate constructively in the conversation. 
 
2. Writing. You will be asked to write two papers, due April 30 and June 4. Since the premise of 
the class is that it is not obvious what our authors mean, these papers must not merelysummarize 
what the authors say. Instead, they must present an interpretive argument: in response to an 
assigned question, which will pose a puzzle in understanding one or more texts, papers should 
give an account of the meaning of the text(s), supported with evidence and by inference. 
 
GRADES: Attendance and participation will constitute 20% of your grade; you must have a 
passing attendance and participation grade to pass the course.  Your first paper will count for 
30% and the second for 50% of your grade. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Prof. Markell will have drop-in office hours, for which no appointment is 
necessary, Tuesdays from 3–5 in Pick 412. Ms. Ray’s office hours will be announced on the first 
day of class. We are both also available for appointments at other times. 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Except in the case of students who require the use of electronic 
devices as part of the accommodation of a disability, our classroom will be a device-free zone: 
you may not use laptops, tablets, or phones; you should bring paper copies of the material to 
discuss; you should be prepared to take notes by hand. Please fully silence cell phones. Students 
who violate this policy repeatedly, after a polite warning, may be asked to leave the classroom 
for the day and will be considered “absent” for attendance and participation purposes. 



 
LATE PAPER POLICY: 
 
Except in documented cases of illness or emergency, late papers will be penalized 1/3 of a letter 
grade per day, e.g. an A- paper one day late becomes a B+.  However, each student may, at his or 
her discretion, take a 24-hour extension for one of the two papers, no questions asked.  To use 
the extension, simply indicate that you’re doing so on the title page of your paper. 
 
PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
 
Submitting someone else’s work as your own, or using others’ words without proper citation, is a 
violation of norms of academic integrity, and will result in penalties up to and including a failing 
grade in the course and referral to the university for disciplinary action.  If you are unsure what 
constitutes plagiarism, consult Charles Lipson’s book Doing Honest Work in College; if you 
don’t know how to cite sources, follow any standard guide, such as Turabian or the Chicago 
Manual of Style.  Most of all, if you have questions, ask me in advance; and if you find yourself 
in a tough situation and are tempted to plagiarize or cut corners, please contact me instead: 
there’s no shame in being in such a situation, and I’ll do what I can to help. 
 
BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT THE SEMINARY COOP: 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, trans. Goldhammer (Library of America) 
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty and Other Essays, ed. John Gray (Oxford World’s Classics) 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Marx-Engels Reader, 2nd ed., ed. Tucker (Norton) 
Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, trans. Clark and Swensen (Hackett) 
W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, ed. Gooding-Williams (Bedford) 
 
To aid in the in-class discussion of specific passages, please use these particular editions!   
Material marked with an “*” will be available electronically on the course’s Canvas site. 
 
READING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
1.1.  M, Mar. 26:  Introduction (no reading). 
 
1.2.  W, Mar. 28:  Tocqueville, Democracy in America, pp. 3–17, 909–910, 21–65. 
 
2.1.  M, Apr. 2: Tocqueville, Democracy in America, pp. 264–318, 816–830.  
 
2.2.  W, Apr. 4: Tocqueville, Democracy in America, pp. 365–476. 
 
3.1.  M, Apr. 9: *Seneca Falls Convention, “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions.” 
 *Harriet Taylor Mill, “The Enfranchisement of Women.” 
 
3.2.  W, Apr. 11: Mill, “The Subjection of Women,” parts I–II, in On Liberty and Other 

Essays, pp. 469–523. 
 



4.1.  M, Apr. 16: Mill, “Subjection,” parts III-IV, pp. 524–582. 
 
4.2.  W, Apr. 18: Marx, “On the Jewish Question,” Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 26–52. 
 
5.1.  M, Apr. 23: Marx, “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts,” MER, pp. 70–105. 
   *Goldman, “The Tragedy of Women’s Emancipation” (1911). 
 
5.2.  W, Apr. 25: Marx & Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” MER, pp. 469–500. 
 
*** MONDAY, APRIL 30: FIRST PAPER DUE IN CLASS *** 
 
6.1.  M, April 30: Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, Preface, pp. 1–7. 
 
6.2.  W, May 2: Nietzsche, Genealogy, First Treatise, pp. 9–33. 
 
7.1.  M, May 7: Nietzsche, Genealogy, Second Treatise, pp. 35–66. 
 
7.2.  W, May 9: Nietzsche, Genealogy, Third Treatise, pp. 67[83]–118. 
 
8.1.  M, May 14: Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, pp. 33–44. 
 
8.2.  W, May 16: Du Bois, Souls, pp. 45–102. 
 
9.1.  M, May 21: Du Bois, Souls, pp. 103–47. 
 
9.2.  W, May 23: Du Bois, Souls, pp. 148–95. 
 
10.1.  M, May 28: MEMORIAL DAY, NO CLASS 
 
10.2.  W, May 30: *Geoffrey Stone, Aims of Education Address, 2016. 
 *Kenneth Warren, Aims of Education Address, 2007. 
 
*** MONDAY, JUNE 4: FINAL PAPER DUE *** 


