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ABOUT THE COURSE: 
 
This course will be focused on classic works by three modern political theorists—two English, 
one French—written during the long century between the onset of the English Civil War and the 
beginning of the French Revolution.  Topics may include the basis and limits of the obligation to 
obey political authority; the significance of the idea of nature in political theory; the purposes of 
political association; the changing relationship of politics to other dimensions of human life 
(economy, family, religion) against the background of the emergence of capitalism, of Europe’s 
new world empires, and of chattel slavery; the significance of the seventeenth-century scientific 
revolution for political thought—and many others.  As in the first quarter of Classics, the course 
will be driven by careful readings of individual texts.   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1.  Attendance and participation.  Success in this course depends upon your active engagement 
with the reading material and with each other.  Please come on time, be sure to have the day’s 
assignment with you, and be prepared to ask at least one clearly formulated question about a 
specific part of the reading during each session, and to participate constructively in the 
conversation. 
 
2.  Writing.  In this course you will be asked to write two papers, each somewhat longer than the 
papers assigned in the Autumn term.  Since the premise of the class is that it is not obvious what 
our authors mean, these papers must not merely restate or summarize what the authors say.  
Instead, they must present an interpretive argument: in response to an assigned question, which 
will pose a puzzle or problem in understanding one or more of our texts, papers should give an 
account of the meaning of the text or texts that is supported with evidence and by inference.  The 
papers will be due January 30 and March 16. 
 
GRADES: 
 
Attendance and participation will constitute 20% of your grade, and you must have a passing 
attendance and participation grade to pass the course.  Your first paper will count for 30% and 
the second for 50% of your grade. 
 



OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Prof. Markell will have drop-in office hours, for which no appointment is necessary, Mondays 
and Wednesdays between 1:30–2:30 pm in Pick 412. Ms. Little’s office hours will be announced 
on the first day of class. We are both also available for appointments at other times. 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 
 
Except in the case of students who require the use of electronic devices as part of the 
accommodation of a disability or impairment, our classroom will be a device-free zone: you 
should bring paper copies of the material to discuss, and you should be prepared to take notes by 
hand.  You may not use laptops, tablets, cell phones, or other devices in class, and you must fully 
silence cell phones (not merely place them on vibrate).  If you violate this policy, I’ll politely ask 
you to stop.  If you violate it repeatedly, I will consider you to have been “absent” for attendance 
and participation purposes, and may ask you to leave the classroom for the day.  And if you have 
read this far and are wondering whether I’m going to repeat that lame airline joke I used on last 
quarter’s syllabus, the answer is “no.” 
 
LATE PAPER POLICY: 
 
Except in documented cases of illness or emergency, late papers will be penalized 1/3 of a letter 
grade per day, e.g. an A- paper one day late becomes a B+.  However, each student may, at his or 
her discretion, take a 24-hour extension for one of the three papers, no questions asked.  To use 
the extension, simply indicate that you’re doing so on the title page of your paper when you 
submit it. 
 
PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
 
Submitting someone else’s work as your own, or using others’ words without proper citation, is a 
violation of norms of academic integrity, and will result in penalties up to and including a failing 
grade in the course and referral to the university for disciplinary action.  If you are unsure what 
constitutes plagiarism, consult Charles Lipson’s book Doing Honest Work in College; if you 
don’t know how to cite sources, follow any standard guide, such as Turabian or the Chicago 
Manual of Style.  Most of all, if you have questions, ask me in advance; and if you find yourself 
in a tough situation and are tempted to plagiarize or cut corners, please contact me instead: 
there’s no shame in being in such a situation, and I’ll do what I can to help. 
 
BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT THE SEMINARY COOP: 
 
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, ed. Curley (Hackett) 
John Locke, Two Treatises of Government, ed. Laslett (Cambridge) 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Major Political Writings, ed. Scott (Chicago) 
 
To aid in the in-class discussion of specific passages, please use these particular editions!  
Additional material, marked with an “*” on the syllabus, will be available electronically on the 
course’s Chalk site.  



 
READING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
1.1.  M, Jan. 5:  Introduction (no reading) 
 
1.2.  W, Jan. 7: Hobbes, Leviathan, frontispiece, dedicatory letter, introduction, and chaps. 

1–6. 
 
2.1.  M, Jan. 12: Hobbes, Leviathan, chaps. 7–12. 
 
2.2.  W, Jan. 14: Hobbes, Leviathan, chaps. 13–16. 
 
3.1.  M, Jan. 19: NO CLASS (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day). 
 
3.2.  W, Jan. 21: Hobbes, Leviathan, chaps. 17–20. 
 
4.1.  M, Jan. 26: Hobbes, Leviathan, chaps. 21, 26–29. 
 
4.2.  W, Jan. 28: Hobbes, Leviathan, chaps. 30–32, 38–39. 

 
*** FRIDAY, JANUARY 30: FIRST PAPER DUE *** 

  
5.1.  M, Feb. 2: Hobbes, Leviathan, chap. 41, paragraphs 3–5; 

chap. 42, paragraphs 4–11; 
chap. 43, paragraphs 1–3, 11, 22–24; 
chap. 46, paragraphs 32, 35–36; 
chap. 47 (all) 
chap. 47 (Latin version) paragraphs 28–29 
Review and Conclusion. 

 
5.2.  W, Feb. 4:  Locke, “Second Treatise,” §§ 1–51. 
 
6.1.  M, Feb. 9: Locke, “Second Treatise,” §§ 52–122. 
 
6.2.  W, Feb. 11: Locke, “Second Treatise,” §§ 123–174. 
 
7.1.  M, Feb. 16: Locke, “Second Treatise,” §§ 175–243. 
 
7.2.  W, Feb. 18: *Locke, “A Letter Concerning Toleration” (on Chalk) 
 
8.1.  M, Feb. 23: Rousseau, “Discourse on the Origin of Inequality,” Preface; Exordium; 

Part I (all); Part I through p. 97; Rousseau’s Notes: IX, X, XI, XV, XVI. 
 
8.2.  W, Feb. 25: Rousseau, “Discourse on the Origin of Inequality,” Part II, pp. 97–end. 
 
9.1.  M, Mar. 2: Rousseau, “Of the Social Contract,” Book I. 
 



9.2.  W, Mar. 4: Rousseau, “Of the Social Contract,” Book II. 
 
10.1.  M, Mar. 9: Rousseau, “Of the Social Contract,” Book III. 
 
10.2.  W, Mar. 11:  Rousseau, “Of the Social Contract,” Book IV. 

 
*** MONDAY, MARCH 16: FINAL PAPER DUE *** 

 
 


