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ABOUT THE COURSE: 
 
In this course, we will read and discuss works by four writers—two classical Greek philosophers, 
one thirteenth-century Italian philosopher and theologian, and one Renaissance Florentine 
author—who have, for better and for worse, helped to set the terms for much subsequent 
reflection about the nature and conditions of human beings’ lives together as political and social 
creatures.  The aims of the course are to understand what we are reading, which is difficult 
enough—more difficult than it might seem at first—and to see whether we can learn anything 
about politics and society not just from what these authors have written, but also from the 
difficult form in which they’ve presented their ideas.   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1.  Attendance and participation.  Success in this course depends upon your active engagement 
with the reading material and with each other.  Please come on time, be sure to have the day’s 
assignment with you, and be prepared to ask at least one clearly formulated question about a 
specific part of the reading during each session, and to participate constructively in the 
conversation. 
 
2.  Writing.  This is a writing-intensive class: you will be asked to write three papers of 
increasing length over the course of the quarter.  Since the premise of the class is that it is not 
obvious what our authors mean, these papers must not merely restate or summarize what the 
authors say.  Instead, they must present an interpretive argument: in response to an assigned 
question, which will pose a puzzle or problem in understanding one or more of our texts, papers 
should give an account of the meaning of the text or texts that is supported with evidence and by 
inference.  The papers will be due October 13, November 7, and December 5. 
 
GRADES: 
 
Attendance and participation will constitute 20% of your grade, and you must have a passing 
attendance and participation grade to pass the course.  Your first paper will count for 20%, the 
second for 30%, and the third for 40% of your grade. 
 



OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Prof. Markell will have drop-in office hours, for which no appointment is necessary, Mondays 
and Wednesdays between 1:30–2:30 pm in Pick 412. Ms. Ferreira’s office hours will be 
announced on the first day of class. We are both also available for appointments at other times. 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 
 
Except in the case of students who require the use of electronic devices as part of the 
accommodation of a disability or impairment, our classroom will be a device-free zone: you 
should bring paper copies of the material to discuss, and you should be prepared to take notes by 
hand.  You may not use laptops, tablets, cell phones, or other devices in class, and you must fully 
silence cell phones (not merely place them on vibrate).  If you violate this policy, I’ll politely ask 
you to stop.  If you violate it repeatedly, I will consider you to have been “absent” for attendance 
and participation purposes, and may ask you to leave the classroom for the day.  Also, you must 
obey all lighted signs and crew members’ instructions. 
 
LATE PAPER POLICY: 
 
Except in documented cases of illness or emergency, late papers will be penalized 1/3 of a letter 
grade per day, e.g. an A- paper one day late becomes a B+.  However, each student may, at his or 
her discretion, take a 24-hour extension for one of the three papers, no questions asked.  To use 
the extension, simply indicate that you’re doing so on the title page of your paper when you 
submit it. 
 
PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
 
Submitting someone else’s work as your own, or using others’ words without proper citation, is a 
violation of norms of academic integrity, and will result in penalties up to and including a failing 
grade in the course and referral to the university for disciplinary action.  If you are unsure what 
constitutes plagiarism, consult Charles Lipson’s book Doing Honest Work in College; if you 
don’t know how to cite sources, follow any standard guide, such as Turabian or the Chicago 
Manual of Style.  Most of all, if you have questions, ask me in advance; and if you find yourself 
in a tough situation and are tempted to plagiarize or cut corners, please contact me instead: 
there’s no shame in being in such a situation, and I’ll do what I can to help. 
 
BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT THE SEMINARY COOP: 
 
Plato, The Republic of Plato, trans. Bloom (Basic Books) 
Aristotle, The Politics, trans. Reeve (Hackett) 
Aquinas, On Law, Morality, and Politics, ed. Baumgarth & Regan, 2nd ed. (Hackett) 
Niccolò Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. Mansfield, 2nd ed. (Chicago) 
 
To aid in the in-class discussion of specific passages, please use these particular editions!  
Additional material by Plato and Machiavelli, marked with an “*” on the syllabus, will be 
available electronically on the course’s Chalk site.  



 
READING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
1.1.  M, Sept. 29:  Introduction (no reading) 
 
1.2.  W, Oct. 1: Plato, Republic, Book I (pp. 3–34). 
 
2.1.  M, Oct. 6: Plato, Republic, Book II; Book III through 402a (pp. 35–80). 
 
2.2.  W, Oct. 8: Plato, Republic, remainder of Book III; Book IV (pp. 80–125). 
 
3.1.  M, Oct. 13: Plato, Republic, Book V; Book VI through 497e (pp. 127–177). 
 

*** MONDAY, OCTOBER 13: FIRST PAPER DUE IN CLASS *** 
 
3.2.  W, Oct. 15: Plato, Republic, remainder of Book VI; Book VII (pp. 177–220). 
 
4.1.  M, Oct. 20: Plato, Republic, Book VIII; Book IX through 580c (pp. 221–261). 
 
4.2.  W, Oct. 22: Plato, Republic, remainder of Book IX; Book X (pp. 261–303). 
  
5.1.  M, Oct. 27: Aristotle, Politics, Book I and Book II, chaps. 1–5, 7–8. 
 
5.2.  W, Oct. 29:  *Plato, Meno 
 
6.1.  M, Nov. 3: Aristotle, Politics, Book III. 
 
6.2.  W, Nov. 5: Aristotle, Politics, Book IV, chaps. 1–12; Book V, chaps. 1, 5–9, 11; Book 

VI, chaps. 1–5. 
 

*** FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7: SECOND PAPER DUE *** 
 
7.1.  M, Nov. 10: Aristotle, Politics, Book VII and book VIII, chap. 1. 
 
7.2.  W, Nov. 12: Aquinas, Summa Theologica I-II Questions 90–95 (in On Law, Morality, 

and Politics, pp. 10-59). 
 
8.1.  M, Nov. 17: Aquinas, Summa Theologica I-II Q. 96–97 (pp. 59–75); Q. 100 A. 1, 2, 8–

9 (pp. 76–79, 81–86); Q. 105 A. 1 (pp. 93–96); II-II Q. 57 A. 2 (pp. 100–
101); Q. 58 A. 2 (pp. 107–108); Q. 40 A. 1 (pp. 164–67); Q. 104 A. 5–6 
(pp. 182–85); Q. 42 A. 2 (pp. 188–89); Q. 10 A. 8, 11; Q. 11 A. 3, 
Commentary on the Sentences distinctions 44, 37 (pp. 190–96); On 
Kingship I 6 (pp. 207–210). 

 
8.2.  W, Nov. 19: Machiavelli, Prince, Dedicatory Letter, chaps. I–VI; *Discourses on Livy 

(excerpts #1). 



 
9.1.  M, Nov. 24: Machiavelli, Prince, chaps. VII–XIV; *Discourses (excerpts #2). 
 
9.2.  W, Nov. 26: NO CLASS (not quite the Thanksgiving holiday, but let’s be realistic). 
 
10.1.  M, Dec. 1: Aristotle, Politics, Book V, chaps. 10–11; Machiavelli, Prince, chaps. 

XV–XIX; *Discourses (excerpts #3). 
 
10.2.  W, Dec. 3:  Machiavelli, Prince, chaps. XX-XVI; *Discourses (excerpts #4). 
 

*** FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5: FINAL PAPER DUE *** 
 

 


