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SELF, CULTURE, AND SOCIETY, I 
 

Section 18: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30–2:50pm, Social Sciences 401  
 
 
The modern world has been characterized by revolutionary transformations in the social 
organization of production, exchange, and consumption.  These include the formal separation of 
political authority from the ownership of property and the command of labor; the predominance 
of market exchange as a mode of social coordination; the advancement of the division of labor in 
industrial capitalism; and many others.  Even as these changes have seemed to liberate individual 
personhood from the bonds of tradition, or perhaps even to help bring individual personhood as 
we now understand it into being, they have also seemed to give rise to new modes of subjection 
of the individual actor to large-scale, impersonal social structures and processes; and these forces 
have often seemed peculiarly resistant to deliberate transformation, or even to principled 
criticism in conventional ethical terms.  In this course, we shall study the writings of three 
classical social theorists who have tried to understand the relations among social and economic 
structures, cultural forms, and individual selfhood in modernity—Adam Smith, Karl Marx, and 
Max Weber—as well as the work of one living social theorist, David Harvey, who has extended 
this tradition of inquiry to the distinctive conditions of the post-1960s world.  As we proceed, we 
shall pay special attention to the challenges these authors face as they try to devise modes of 
analysis that can do justice simultaneously to the “objective” features of the social world and to 
the first-personal perspectives of those who live within that—that is, our—world. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1.  Attendance and participation.  Success in this course depends upon your active engagement 
with the reading material and with each other.  Please come on time, be sure to have the day’s 
assignment with you, and be prepared to ask substantive questions about the reading during each 
session. 
 
2.  Writing.  This is a writing-intensive course.  You must write three papers over the course of 
the quarter; the first will be shorter and more constrained in form than the second and third.  In 
addition, each week (starting in week 2) you must submit one well-developed critical question, 
of approximately 200-300 words, about some portion of the assigned reading; each critical 
question must be submitted prior to the class session in which the reading in question is 
scheduled to be discussed.  Submission in the body of an email or as an email attachment, sent to 
both instructors, is fine. 



GRADES: 
 
The first paper will count for 15% of your grade; the second and third papers will count for 30% 
each; the written critical questions will count for 15%; and attendance and participation will 
count for 10%.  The critical questions will be marked 0 (not submitted), 1 (poor), 2 (good), or 3 
(excellent).  If you’re interested in further details about how grades are quantified and calculated, 
please feel free to ask. 
 
LATE PAPER POLICY: 
 
Except in documented cases of illness or emergency, late papers will be penalized 1/3 of a letter 
grade per day, e.g. an A- paper one day late becomes a B+.  However, each student may, at his or 
her discretion, take a 24-hour extension for one of the three papers, no questions asked.  You 
don’t need to inform me in advance; if you are using your extension simply indicate this on the 
first page of your paper when you submit it.  Critical questions will not be accepted late (again, 
except in case of illness or emergency). 
 
PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
 
Submitting someone else’s work as your own, or using others’ words without proper citation, is a 
violation of norms of academic integrity, and may result in penalties up to and including a failing 
grade in the course and referral to the university for further disciplinary action.  If you are unsure 
what constitutes plagiarism, or if you don’t know how to cite sources properly, consult Charles 
Lipson’s book Doing Honest Work in College.  Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of 
Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed., is also an excellent standard resource on 
citations.  Most of all, if you have questions, ask in advance; and if you find yourself in a tough 
situation in which you are tempted to plagiarize or cut corners, please contact one of the 
instructors instead: we can only be helpful to you if you let us know that you need it. 
 
BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE: 
 
To facilitate the in-class discussion of specific passages, please use the particular editions of 
Smith, Marx and Engels, and Weber that have been ordered at the Seminary Coop.  Note that 
earlier editions of the Talcott Parsons translation of Weber do not have the same pagination as 
the 2000 Routledge edition and are not suitable for this class. 
 
Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, ed. Edwin Cannan (New York: Modern Library, 2000). 
 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Marx-Engels Reader, ed. Robert Tucker, 2nd ed. (New York: 
Norton, 1978). 
 
Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, trans. Talcott Parsons (New York: 
Routledge, 2000). 
 
David Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity (Oxford: Blackwell, 2000). 
 
Other readings (marked *) will be available the library course reserves page on our Chalk site. 



READING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
1.1.  Tu, Sept. 27:  Course introduction (no reading) 
 
1.2.  Th, Sept. 29:  Smith, Wealth of Nations, xxiii–xxvi, 3–23 
   *Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments, 9–23, 50–66 
 
2.1.  Tu, Oct. 4: Smith, Wealth of Nations, 24–72 
 
2.2.  Th, Oct. 6: Smith, Wealth of Nations, 73–99 
   *Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation, 71–107 
 
*** Monday, October 10: First Paper Due *** 
 
3.1.  Tu, Oct. 11: Smith, Wealth of Nations, 284–88, 360–80, 481–502 
 *Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments, 179–87 
 
3.2.  Th, Oct. 13: Marx, “Capital, Volume One,” The Marx-Engels Reader, 302–28 
 
4.1. Tu, Oct. 18: Marx, “Capital,” 329–76 
 
4.2. Th, Oct. 20: Marx, “Capital,” 376–419 
 
5.1. Tu, Oct. 25: Marx, “Capital,” 419–38 
 
5.2. Th, Oct. 27: Marx, “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844,” The Marx-

Engels Reader, 66–105 
 
6.1. Tu, Nov. 1: *Thompson, “Time, Work-Discipline, and Industrial Capitalism” 
 
6.2. Th, Nov. 3: Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, xxviii–xlii 
 
*** Monday, November 7: Second Paper Due *** 
 
7.1. Tu, Nov. 8: Weber, Protestant Ethic, 3–50 
 
7.2. Th, Nov. 10: Weber, Protestant Ethic, 53–125 
 
8.1. Tu, Nov. 15: Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity, vii–65 
 
8.2. Th, Nov. 17: Harvey, Postmodernity, 67–118  
 
9.1. Tu, Nov. 22: Harvey, Postmodernity, 121–97 
 
9.2. Th, Nov. 24: THANKSGIVING BREAK (no class)  
 
10.1. Tu, Nov. 29: Harvey, Postmodernity, 201–10, 226–39, 284–307, 327–59 
 
*** Monday, December 5: Final Paper Due *** 


